y/                  The Facts About Shakespeare

the Prologue and Epilogue of Henry VIII are not
reckoned*

More significant are the percentages in columns
five, six, and seven. Before 1598, feminine endings
never reach twenty per cent of the total number of
pentameter lines; after that date they are practically
always above that number, and show a fairly steady
increase to the thirty-five per cent of The Tempest.
The variations of run-on lines (which, of course, carry
with them the frequency of pauses within the line,
and Inversely the growing rarity of end-stopped
lines) are closely parallel to those of the feminine
endings; while the increase in the proportion of speeches
ending within the line is still more striking. In The
Comedy of Errors this phenomenon hardly occurs at all;
in The Tempest it happens in over eighty-four per cent
of the speeches, the increase being especially regular
after 1598. Yet in some cases other causes are opera-
tive. Thus cuts and revisions of plays were apt to
leave broken lines at the ends of speeches, and the
comparatively high percentages in Love's Labour's
Lost, Romeo and Juliet, and All's Well are probably in
part due to these causes.

The phenomena recorded in the last column are
peculiar. Previous to the date of Macbeth it appears
that Shakespeare practically avoided ending a line
with light or weak words such as prepositions, conjunc-
tions, and auxiliary verbs, but that from about 1606
T& the end he employed them in proportions ranging